
Year 4 English Writing Overview 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 

Text The Dream Giver (Fantasy Story) Alba the hundred year old fish (Dilemmas) 

Writer's Role Author Environmentalist 

Audience and 
Purpose 

Purpose: To re tell a story and entertain 
Audience: Teacher and classmates 

Purpose: To persuade  
Audience: Local community 

Text Types Character description, setting description, diary entry, 
poem.  

setting description, a message in a bottle, the great pacific garbage 
path, and information board.  

Unit Outcome  

Writing outcome GDS outcome 

To write own version of 
‘The Dream Giver’ 

To innovate their own 
adventure story based 

on the Dream Giver 

 

 

Writing outcome GDS outcome 

To write a blog using 
paragraphs and the possessive 

apostrophe  

To add graphics and use 
adverbs 

 
 

 

Cross 
Curricular 
Writing 
Opportunities 

History – Tudors: Character description of Henry VIII 
by using evidence from artefacts and sources to 
describe appearance and personality.  

Computing - Use Google Document to write an information report 
about an animal. 
 
PSHE - Character profile about Nelson Mandela or any famous 
person from Africa. 

Focus writing 
objectives 
 

1.​ Expanded noun phrases (modifying adjectives, 
nouns and prepositional phrases).  

2.​ Writing demonstrates appropriate use of: 
Standard English forms for verb inflections 
instead of local forms (e.g. we were instead of 
we was).  

3.​ Punctuation at Y3 standard is used correctly: 
Full stops and capital letters (including for 
proper nouns), exclamation marks, question 
marks, commas to separate items in lists, 
apostrophes for contracted forms (e.g. don’t). 

4.​ Some use of determiners to give more detail 
about nouns (e.g. the, a, his, this, my, her, 
some)  

1.​ Recognise the grammatical difference between 
plural and possessive ‘s’ 

2.​ Indicate possession by using the possessive 
apostrophe with plural nouns 

3.​ Organise paragraphs around a theme 
4.​ Build a varied and rich vocabulary 
5.​ Propose changes to grammar and vocabulary to 

improve consistency, including the accurate use of 
pronouns in sentences 

WD Objectives ●​ Greater awareness of the reader, including 
good control of varied and rich vocabulary. 
 

●​ Greater awareness of the reader, including good control of 
varied and rich vocabulary. 

●​ Use suffixes and prefixes accurately. 
●​ Using adverbs 

Vocabulary  

NC word list 
Year 4 

Vocabulary Development  

favourite  
actual 

actually 
circle 

appear 
arrive 

peculiar 
occasionally 

centre  

Tier 2: 
Creature 
Figure 
Except 
Delicate 

Slouched 
Grotesque 

Exceptionally 
Acrid 

Tier 3: 
Dream Giver 
Orphanage 

Shadow 
Serpent  

Astronaut 
Asteroid 

Blackhole 
Goggles 

 

NC word list Year 4 Vocabulary Development  

Environment 
Disappeared 

Century 
Protect 
Natural 

 

Tier 2: 
Coral Reef 

Ocean 
Shell 
Cave 

Ancient 
Beautiful 
Crowded 

Clear 
Rubbish 

Tier 3: 
Pollution 

Conservation 
Eco system 
Endangered 

Marine 
Majestic 

Deteriorated 
Pritine 
Murky 



imagine 
believe 
island 

calendar 

Village  
Town 

 

Golden Eggs 
 

 

Protect 
Search  

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 Spring 1 Spring 2 

Texts Escape from Pompeii (Historical settings)  Leon and the Place Between (Adventure Story) 

Writer's Role Historian  Author 

Audience and 
Purpose 

Purpose: To entertain and relay facts  
Audience: Teacher and classmates  

Purpose: To write an adventure story  
Audience:  Reception Class  

Text Types Character description, setting description, short passage 
with dialogue, newspaper article, adventure story 

Setting Description, Character Description, Dialogue 
between two characters, To write their own adventure story.  

Unit Outcome  

Writing outcome GDS outcome 

To write own version of 
‘Escape from Pompeii’ 

To innovate their own story 
based on ‘Escape from 
Pompeii’ - use 
geographical and scientific 
language to describe the 
eruption of Pompeii - build 
their own characters.  

 

 

Writing outcome GDS outcome 

To write an adventure story 
based on ‘Leon and the 
Place Between’ 

To write an innovative 
magical adventure story 
and include figurative 
language. 

 

Cross Curricular 
Writing 
Opportunities 

PSHE - An information leaflet about healthy eating and an 
exercise guide. 
 
Geography - Volcano survival guide 

 

Focus writing 
objectives 
 

 
1.​ Use different ways, including fronted adverbials, 

to introduce or connect paragraphs (e.g. 
Sometime later/Inside the castle/Suddenly). 

2.​ Variety of verb forms used correctly and 
consistently (past and present tense, progressive 
and present perfect).  

3.​ Make appropriate additions, revisions and 
corrections when proofreading and editing.  

4.​ Appropriate choice of pronoun or noun within and 
across sentences to aid cohesion and avoid 
repetition (e.g. Allison picked up the flower. She 
gave it to her mum.). 

 
1.​ Create setting, characters and plot in narrative 

writing including: Developing settings using 
adjectives and figurative language to evoke time, 
place and mood.  

2.​ Create setting, characters and plot in narrative 
writing including: Using details to build character 
descriptions and evoke a response. 

3.​ Use paragraphs to organise and sequence more 
extended narrative structures. 

4.​ A range of punctuation is used, mostly accurately 
including: Use of inverted commas and other 
punctuation to indicate direct speech (e.g. comma 
after the reporting clause, end punctuation within 
inverted commas, capital letters, some accurate use 
of new line for new speaker).  

WD Objectives ●​ Greater awareness of the reader, including good 
control of varied and rich vocabulary. 

●​ Use suffixes and prefixes accurately. 
●​ Evaluate and edit confidently the effectiveness of 

word choice, grammar and punctuation in writing. 

 

●​ Greater awareness of the reader, including good 
control of varied and rich vocabulary. 

●​ Use suffixes and prefixes accurately. 
●​ Evaluate and edit confidently the effectiveness of 

word choice, grammar and punctuation in writing. 
●​ The full range of punctuation taught so far is used 

accurately including apostrophes for singular 
possession, inverted commas for speech, commas 



after fronted adverbials and growing accuracy of 
apostrophes for plural possession. 

Vocabulary  

NC word list 
Year 4 

Vocabulary Development  

ordinary 
heard 
experience  
through 
thought 
although 
bicycle  
build   
century  
 
Science - 
pressure, 
various 
 
PSHE - 
exercise , 
heart, 
potatoes, 
woman, 
women, 
regular, fruit, 
guide 
 

Tier 2: 
Haggling 
Repair 

Harbour 
Politician 
Massive 
Bakery 

Belongings 
Cargo 

Frantically 
Blazed 
Brayed 
sorrow 

 

Tier 3: 
Mount 

Vesuvius 
Mooring  

Ash 
Ask cloud 

Barren 
Lava 

Eruption 
Volcanic debris 

Tonnes 
Catastrophe 

Pumice 
Toxic gas 

Blistering hot 
Scolded 

Molten rock 
 

 

 

NC word list 
Year 4 

Vocabulary Development  

Experience 
Ordinary 
Popular 
Purpose 
Material 
Extreme  
Believe 
Appear  
Caught  

 

Tier 2: 
 

Believe 
Forth 
Upon 
Pipes 
Satin 
Cast 
Stiff 

Vanished 
Fluttered 

Float  

Tier 3: 
 

Beat 
Pouff 

Abdul Kazam 
Circus 
Clown 

Acrobats 
Stilts  

Magician  
Ring Master  

Human 
Cannon  
Unicycle 
Trapeze  

Fire Breather 

 

 

 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Texts The Egyptian Echo, Ancient Egypt:Tales of Gods and 
Pharaohs, The Story of Tutankhamun  (Non Fiction)  

The Vanishing Rainforest Non - Fiction  

Writer's Role Historian  Reporter 

Audience and 
Purpose 

Purpose: To relay non fiction information 
Audience: Teacher and classmates 

Purpose: To persuade 
Audience: The school council  

Text Types Non – Fiction: 
Factfile, advertisement about visiting Egypt, Report, 
Make a Museum Board.   

Non – Fiction: 
descriptive paragraph, clear report, explanation paragraph, 
short, persuasive letter, narrative story.  

Unit Outcome  

Writing outcome GDS outcome 

To make a museum 
board including 
pyramids, egypt, 
tutankhamun, the nile 
and mummification  

To write as they are the 
pharoah.  

 

 

Writing outcome GDS outcome 

To write a narrative story 
using persuasive language 
and paragraphs.  

I can write a narrative story 
using my plan, persuasive 
language, and paragraph 
structure using figurative 
language. 

 

Cross Curricular 
Writing 
Opportunities 

History -  
Instructions on how to mummify a body 
 

Geography - To write a comparison report on life here and 
life in the rainforest. 
Science - Create an information poster on how we can help 
to protect our local habitats. 



Focus writing 
objectives 
 

1.​ Enhance the effectiveness of writing through 
a varied and rich vocabulary, varied grammar 
and sentence structures.  

2.​ Evaluate writing according to purpose 
considering the effectiveness of word choice, 
grammar and punctuation.  

3.​ Use simple organisational devices, including 
headings and subheadings to aid 
presentation.  

4.​ Use paragraphs to organise information and 
ideas around a theme. 

 

1.​ Use simple organisational devices, including 
headings and subheadings to aid presentation. 

2.​ Use paragraphs to organise information and ideas 
around a theme. 

3.​ Use different ways, including fronted adverbials, to 
introduce or connect paragraphs (e.g. Sometime 
later/Inside the castle/Suddenly). 

4.​ Enhance the effectiveness of writing through a 
varied and rich vocabulary, varied grammar and 
sentence structures. 

WD Objectives ●​ Greater awareness of the reader, including 
good control of varied and rich vocabulary. 

●​ Evaluate and edit confidently the 
effectiveness of word choice, grammar and 
punctuation in writing. 

●​ Use suffixes and prefixes accurately (refer to 
Year 3/4 spelling appendix). 

●​ The full range of punctuation taught so far is 
used accurately including apostrophes for 
singular possession, inverted commas for 
speech, commas after fronted adverbials and 
growing accuracy of apostrophes for plural 
possession. 

●​ Paragraphs are used with control in both 
narrative and non-fiction, demonstrating a 
wider range of fronted adverbials. 

●​ Greater awareness of the reader, including good 
control of varied and rich vocabulary. 

●​ Evaluate and edit confidently the effectiveness of 
word choice, grammar and punctuation in writing. 

●​ Use suffixes and prefixes accurately (refer to Year 
3/4 spelling appendix). 

●​ The full range of punctuation taught so far is used 
accurately including apostrophes for singular 
possession, inverted commas for speech, commas 
after fronted adverbials and growing accuracy of 
apostrophes for plural possession. 

●​ Paragraphs are used with control in both narrative 
and non-fiction, demonstrating a wider range of 
fronted adverbials. 

Vocabulary  

NC word list 
Year 4 

Vocabulary Development  

separate 
Experience 

Ordinary 
Popular 
Purpose 
Material 
Extreme  
Appear  

 
 

Tier 2: 
Egypt 

Farmer 
Built 

Powerful 
leaders  

Constructions 
Daily life 

Historians 
Archeologists 

Scientists 
Ancient 
Carved 
Rock 
gold  

Highly 
decorated 

Grand 
courtyards 

crops 
pyramid, tomb, 

pharaoh, 
ancient, 

civilization, 
archaeologist, 
sarcophagus, 

monument 
 

Tier 3: 
 

Pharaoh 
River Nile 
Pyramids 

Tombs 
The great 

Sphinx 
Pyramid of 

Giza  
Royal burial 

chamber 
Artefacts  
papyrus 

Mummification 
Afterlife 

god/goddess 
Amulet 

Canopic jars 
resin/palm oil 

Pyramids, 
Pharaohs, Nile 

River, 
Monuments, 

Desert, 
Outskirts, 

Tombs, Sphinx, 
Ancient 

Civilization, 

 

NC word list 
Year 4 

Vocabulary Development  

suppose 
though 
naughty 
guard 
decide 
answer 
consider 
complete 
continue 
business 
straight 
knowledge 
learn 
library  
mention  
purpose 
question 
caught 
enough  
experiment  
 
 

Tier 2: 
rainforest 

deforestation 
village 
tribe 

logging 
preserving 

 canopy, 
understory, 
emergent, 
lush, dense, 
humid, exotic, 
vibrant, 
biodiversity 
Layer names: 
emergent, 
canopy, 
understory, 
forest floor 
Animal-related 
words: 
nocturnal, 
camouflage, 
predator, prey, 
species, 
habitat, 
adaptation 
 

Tier 3: 
cassava 
machete 

nabe 
nara xihi 
peccary 
shaman 

Yanomami 
yao nahi 



Cruise, 
Adventure, 

Temples,Town, 
Streets, Golden 
Sands, Camel, 

Dunes, 
Treasures, 

Ruins, Lifeline, 
Culture, 
History, 
Markets, 

Architecture, 
Wonders, 
Embark 

 

Words related 
to threats: 
deforestation, 
endangered, 
conservation, 
habitat loss, 
pollution 

 

 


